PTO Meeting Agenda
Date: 9/24/2025
Time: 6:00-7:00 PM
Location: Virtual


Call to order: PTO Vice President Tiffiney called the meeting to order at 6:07pm on behalf of Kris Williams, PTO President.

Welcome

Recent Events

· Happy Teacher Initiative: this is an initiative that we started last year.
And it's aimed to support the teacher's well-being, motivation and job satisfaction. Our goal is to create a healthier and more positive school environment for both educators and students.
First teacher appreciation event on Friday in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15t).  We decorated the teacher's lounge and we played music for them and served food catered by Caracol.  They were extremely appreciative for it and thank you for all of our PTO board members who helped with that event.
We would like to continue to do something for them every month.
Lizette, our fundraising coordinator, coordinated a lot of this.
· Need ideas about what other kinds of things we can do for teacher appreciation.
· Nikki W - Boo baskets for October. Halloween themed energy drinks, candy, trinkets to get the teachers through the day. Something in a nice little like Halloween casing or bucket or little cup. 
· Yvonne - Mocha Monday pass out coffee or can be juice, energy drinks and snacks from a snack cart for teachers.
Any other ideas to appreciate our teachers, please add it to the chat and we'll definitely take those ideas into consideration.

· School Beautification Projects: Trying to make the school look good with balloon arches and a bulletin board in the front of the school acknowledging different events.

Extracurricular Clubs and Activities: The PTO has been approved to oversee all extracurricular activities and clubs.  Ms. Hobbs prefers that her teachers not do it because they already have enough on their plate, so we will have to lead the clubs and have volunteers to oversee it.
· Club Funding
· Club fee: Do we want to charge the kids a club fee to be part of the club?
· Concession sales: Some funds raised from concession sales will be used for clubs. 
· Grants: If we have anybody that knows how to write grants, I'll try myself donations and the clubs will do fundraisers themselves. 
· Requirements: no failing grades and no major disciplinary actions or classroom disruptions, as well as no excessive tardiness or attendance issues.
· Schedule: clubs will meet twice a month from 4:15 to 5:30. 
· Where: Still working on securing a space. 
· Sign up process: There are limited spots in clubs because there are limited volunteers over the clubs.  There will be a designated time and date to sign up opening at 9:00 AM and once the spots for that club are filled, registration will close.
· Club ideas and volunteers:
· Climate and Energy Club
K-8, backed by MIT (they are planning to come speak to the Rice School), University of Houston and I think another school that are willing to back it and support us in this club.  They will do things like recycling projects, energy saving things to promote energy and climate literacy, maintain a garden. 
· Art club
K-8, The art teacher, Ms. Lewis, has expressed interest in potentially overseeing this club.  Kris Williams would like to oversee it as well as Tyche Spencer.  We would separate it into three different groups, K-2nd, 3rd – 5th, and 6th – 8th.  Students will learn about different types of art, maybe have artists come and talk, do hands-on activities. Potentially coordinate some trips to an art museum or do something with art. 
· STEM club 
K-8, Miss Davis, the STEM teacher, has expressed interest in overseeing this club.  They will do STEM activities, robotics, everything STEM.  We should look into funding from STEM companies like Chevron, Shell, etc.  Mention to sponsors that we are a STEM school.
· Honor roll 
We should recognize our top students. Every 6 weeks we will acknowledge the students in some type of way. Need ideas, e-mail or drop it in the chat of some ideas that you have. Can do a certificate and a picture posted on the website or social media with the parent approval. Do a bulletin board in each cluster, maybe like a spotlight and allow their pictures to go up there. Can call it Crown Club or Falcon Academic All-Stars.  For students who have made honor roll the entire year, we will recognize them in some type of way, whether it's a party something bigger than just a picture and a recognition. 
· Other club ideas:
· Book club – Name that book (competition in HISD started September 22, competition selection on October 6) or acting a book out, will reach out to Ms. Wilkes about overseeing Book Club or ideas.
· Theater or Drama Club
· Chess Club
· Forensics Club 
· Debate Club 
· Sports Club (for elementary students)  
· National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) (for middle school students)  
· Gents and Ladies Club (ages 8 and up)? Ms. Michele Lemon knows someone that sponsors top ladies that may be willing to do this. 
· Language group  
· Gaming Club  
· Club where older students mentor younger students (Emerging leaders?
· Goal is to start clubs after 2nd 6 week grading period – Nov. 10th 
· Still open to ideas and volunteers, email kmwilliamshtx@gmail.com or PTO.  Can also text Kris (713) 428-1833.  

Upcoming Fundraisers/Events

· Concessions: Approved to do concessions for all events, sports and after school concerts.  PTO will purchase items and sell the items.  Funds will go towards sports and clubs.  **Parents of the student that plays the sport can donate items to sell and work the concessions for that specific event, those funds will be used for the sports team.  If unable to do certain nights, PTO will secure snack donations and work the concessions – those funds will go to clubs.  Flyer explaining that will be sent out.
· Birthday Grams: Approved.  Small year-round fundraiser.  Parents can purchase Birthday grams for students.  It’s a goodie bag with Birthday trinkets, name on a card saying Happy Birthday and a voucher for a free ice cream from the cafeteria during lunch.  An option for parents to put students name to show up on the board in the cafeteria during their lunch. ($10) Summer birthdays can be done at the end of the year.
· S.T.E.M Night: Approved for Thursday, Oct. 23 from 4:30pm – 7pm.  
· Each grade cluster is responsible for a concession item (purchased with tickets), as well as a STEM activity (free to participate).  Each cluster will set up a table and students can go around and interact and explore all the STEM activities.  Concession items sold in the cafeteria and are usually things like pizza, cotton candy, popcorn, corn in a cup, pickles, etc.  
· Lizzette is fundraising and trying to secure donations from community corporate sponsors.
· Tickets are $1 each.  Pre-sale will start Oct. 1st so flyers are ready.  Tickets will be sold by the booklet $5 - $40.  Due to long lines, moving the ticket booth to the gym so STEM activity area is not crowded.  We need to promote PRE SALE tickets.
· PTO Fun House - $5 wristbands to walk through.  Saul builds it and creates it.  
· We will be creating and starting committees for STEM night, please sign up and volunteer to help.
· Next meeting will be all about STEM Night planning, fundraising and committees.
· Career Day: Possibility of having career day in the Spring instead of another STEM night.  We have new set of activities planned from January to June.
· Popcorn Fundraiser: Possibility of using Poparrazzi as popcorn fundraiser.  50% of profits.  We would pick up popcorn and deliver it.  It’s close to school.
· Digital Media: Digital Media Manager has been working on our social media pages so tag PTO in any photos you have.  Facebook page: RiceSchool Pto

**Thank you to all the parents and volunteers that have helped during Open House and showed up to our PTO Meetings.  Your support means a lot to the PTO.**

Adjournment
